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Several MEMBERS of ſuch SoCtittiES 
who are Lovers of PSALMODY, 


'To whith is Aalen. 
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RE LIGIOUS SOCIETIES 


1 N THE 


Cities and Suburbs 


London and Heſiminſter, 
AND THE 


rei of $ outhwark ; 


„A8 AN 


Acknowledgment of the Zeal, 4 
ſome of” cheir Members have ex- 
preſſed for the promoting the Glory 


of GOD by Divine Mus1cx, 
15 this Sermon dedicated, by 


T heir moſt bumble and 
affectionate Serpaut, 


A. Bedford. 
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1 Co k. xiv. 15. latter Part. 


| ] will Sing with the Spirit, and 1 will 
b Smg with the Underſtanding alſo. 


HE Ave, having in the ten 
firſt Chapters of this Epiſtle re- 
peated ſeveral Errors, which 
Pj were of a private Nature bc- 
| ..- tween Man and Man, procceds 
in the eleventh Chapter to ſpeak of others, 
which were more publick, and related to 
the Worſhip of Gd; as the Indecency of 
their Apparel at fuch a ime, and their 
ureverend Behaviour, when they received 
the Sacrament of the Lora's Supper. In the 
weitth Chapter he ſpeaks of thoſe ſpiritual 
and extraordinary Gitts, Which were con- 
terred on the Apaſtles, and other primitive 
(hriſtiaus at that Time, and winch wers 
morc neceſſary for the Church ar its fir 
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Planting. And theſe were called the Gitis 


C6] 


of the Holy Ghoſt, of which the Speaking 
ſeveral Languages, which, they had never 
learned, was accounted very conſiderable. 
Thus when St. Peter preached to Cornelis 


and his Family, (a) They of the Circumciſion, 


who came with him were aſtoniſhed, becanſe 


that on the Gentiles alſo was poured out the 


Gift of the Holy Gho# ; and this was known, 


becauſe they beard them ſpeak with Tongues, 
and magnify God. In the End of this Chap- 


ter he exhorts them, ſaying, () Covet ear- 


nefuly the beſl gifts. And yet ſhew I unte 


you a more excellent way. This excellent 


Way is deſcribed in the next Chapter, by 


what we call Charity, The Word in the 
Greek is «yan, and more properly ſignifies 


Love, a true and ſincere Love both of God 


and our Neighbour, as the firſt Principle of 


all our Actions. On this (c) hang all the 
Law and the Prophets, and this, as he faith 


in another Epiſtle, (4) Is the falls of 
the Laws Of this he faith, (e) And ths? 
beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, and 


| have not this Love of God and Man in my 


Heart, it Profiteth me nothing. To this he 
adds, that this Love never faileth. Charity 
may fail in this World, becauſe we may not 
always have fit Objects for it, or eſpecially 


b a eg * 


(a) Act. 10. 45, 46. (b) 1 Cor. 12. 31. (c) Matt, 22.1 40. 


(4) Rom. 13. 8. (e) 1 Cor. 13. 3, 8. 


1 
may not have it in our Power to relieve all 
ho are ſo, In this Senſe it will be at an 
had in the other World; becauſe they, who 
| {all be with us, will be unſpeakably happy, 
and have no need of our Compaſſion ; and 
as to thoſe who are condemned to everlaſt- 
ing Puniſhments, it will not be in our Power | 
to relieve them, neither would it be lawful, 
if it was in our Power. But then our Love 
to God and one another will increaſe, and 
be made perfect and compleat. Well then 
might he add at the End of the Chapter, 
(%) And now abideth Faith, Hope, and 
Love, bat the greateſt of theſe is Love. Be- 
| cauſe Faith will be {wallowed up in Viſion, 
and Hope in Fruition; but Love will con- 
© Wtinue to all Eternity. In the Chapter, out 
| of which I have taken the Text, he gives 
further Directions concerning the publick 
0. Offices in the Church, ſuch as Preaching, 
Praying, and Singing, (g) that all ſhould 
be performed in ſuch a Language, which 
the People underſtood, that all things ſhould 
be done decently and in order; and all 
things ſhould be done for Edifying, for the 
Inſtruction of all in che Faith, and ſtirring 
them up to the Practiſe of their Duty. In 
his Directions for Praying and Preaching he 
Is more large; but his Directions for Sing- 
ing are cluctly- contain'd in the Text. 7 


eons. 


ad 


4% | (7) x Cor. 13-13, (g) 1 Cor, 14. 4. &c. 40, and 16. 


a Will 
a 


[8 ] 
will fing with the Sfirit, and I will fiug 
with the tnderflandivg als. ” " 
From theſe Words we may learn two 
- Particulars : Firſt, That Singing in the pub. 
lick Congregation is a Duty, which we ow: 
to God. The Apo/ile hath given us ht: 
Example, who faith, 1 will Szzg And &. 
condly, The Manner how we muſt perform 
this Duty. 7 will ſing with the ſpirit, as 
1 will ſing with the ander//anding alſo. 
Firſt, Sing in the publick Congregatio: 
is a Duty, which we owe to God. Th: 
Apoſtle hath given us his Example, wh: 
faith, I telling. And he makes it to bh. 
of the lame Nature, and as neceſſary 3 
Prayer. Of Prayer, he faith, Ire pray 
with the Spirit, - and I will pray wit) 
the under/!anding alſo : And of Singing, lie 
faith, [ will frug with the Spirit, and 
will ſiug with the underſtanding alſo; B. 
Prayer, we ask for Mercies to be received; 
and Singing is a very proper Method, 
whereby we may return our Thanks fo; 
ſuch Mercies as we have received. And 
that it is a Duty required of us, will appear 
from many Texts of hee, and alſo 
from the belt Examples. 4} 
Firſt, From many Texts of Scripture. In 
the Old Jeſtament we need look no further 
than the Book of P/alms, where we are ex. 
horted (hb) to Sing praiſes unto the Lord, 


an 
n 
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9 Pſal, 9. 13, | | 
7 Who. 
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who- dwelleth in Sion, and declare among 
the People his Doings. That 7) all the 


1 Saintsof the Lord ſhould Sing unto him, and 


give Thanks for a Remembrance of his Hol:- 
neſs, That (&) the Righteous ſhould re- 
joyce iu the Lord, that they ſhould Sing unto 
him a new Song, and ſing Praiſes luſtily 
unto him with a good Courage. That we 
(1) ſhould fing unto God with the Voice of 
Melody: That we ſhould (1m) make a joyful 
Noiſe unto God, fing forth the Honour of his 
Name, make his Praiſe to be Glorious, and 


cauſe the Voice of his Praiſe to be heard: 
That () the Righteous ſhould be glad and 
rejoyee before God, that they ſhould be merry 
aud joyful, that they ſhould ing unto God, 
and ſing Praiſes to his Name, magnify him 
that rideth on the Heavens, as it were upon 
an Horſe, praiſe him in his Name, IA H, yea, 
aud rejoyce before him. That we ſhould ( 
ſing aloud into God our Strength, and make 

a joyful Noiſe unto the God of Jacob. That 
we ſhould rejoyce in the Lord, and (y 
give T hanks at the Remembrance of his He. 
Tineſ; ; and accordingly, that we ſhould 


1 . Ang unto the Lord a new Song, that 
a 


all the Earth ſbould ſing unto the Lord, and 
praiſe his Name, and be telling of his Salva- 


n from Day to Day, and thus declare his 


CJ Pſalm 30. 4. (k) Pſalm $3 1, 3. (1) Pſalm 1-6 
tm) P/alm 66. 1, 2, 8. () Pſalm 68. 3,4. (o) Pſalm 

81. t. () Pſaln 30 4. (9) Pſalm 96. L, 23 3. 
5 rc, Glory 
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Glory among the Heathen, and bis Wonders 
among all the People. That we ſhould 


( fing unto the Lord with Thankſgiving, 


aud ſing Praiſes upon the Harp unto our God. 


That we ſhould (/ ſiug unto the Lord anew 


Song, and his Praiſe in the Congregation of | 
the Saints. That Iſrael ſhould rejoyce in him | 


that made him, and that the Children of Ton 
ſhould be joyful in their King, and ſing Pra- 


ſes unto him with the Timbrel and Harps | 
And therefore I may more eſpecially exhort | 
you, who are here preſent, in the Words f 


the Plalmiſt, (t) O give Thanks unto the 


Lord, and call upon his Name, make known 


is Deeds among the People, fing unto him, 
ſing Pſalms unto him, and talk ye of all his 


wondrous Works. Rejoyce in his holy Name, 
tet the Heart of them rejoyce, who ſeek the 

Lord. Seek the Lord and his Strength, ſeek | 
his Face for evermore. (u) O give Thanks 


wnto the Jord, for be is gracious, and his 
Mercy endureth for ever. (x) Praiſe the 


Lord, praiſe ye the Name of the Lord, praiſe 
him, O ye Servants of the Lord, ye that fland 
in the Houſe of the Lord, in the Courts of the | 
Houſe of oar God. Praiſe ye the Lord, for | 
the Lord is good, ſing Praiſes unto his Name 


for it is pleaſant. For I know that the Lord 


* ** 


hath choſen Jacob for himſelf, and Iſrael for 


(7) P.. 147, 7. () P 149. 1,2, 3. () E/ 105.1, 


2, 3, 4. () Pſ. 106. 1, and 107. 1, and 118. x, and 136. 1 
JC | 5 


* 
his own Poſſeſſion. Or eſpecially from the 
Words of thoſe P/alms, which our Church 
hath choſen to be Portions of her daily Ser- 
vice. ) O come, let us ſing unto the Lord, 
let us heartily rejoice in the Strength of our 
Salvation; let us come before his Preſence 

_ with Thankſgiving, and ſhew our ſelves glad 

in him with Pſalms : For the Lord is a great 

* God, and a great Ring above all Gods. (8) O 

lie joyful in the Lord all ye Lands, ferve the 
Lord with Gladneſs, and came before his Pre- 
fence with a Song. O go your way into his 

Gates with T hankſgiving, and into his Courts 
with Praiſe, be thankful unto him, and ſpeak 

good of his Name. (a) O ſing unto the Lord a 
new Song, for he hath done marvelloas Things. 
And ſhew your ſelves joyful in the Lord all ye. 
Lands, ſing, rejoyce, and give Thanks. In the 
New Teſtament, St. Paul gives us this Ex- 

| hortation, (b) Let the Word of God dwell plen- 

_ Feonſly in you, in all Wiſdom, teaching and ex- 
horting one another in Pſalms, and Hymns aud 
ſpiritual Songs, ſinging with Grace in your 

Hearts unto the Lord. And whatſoever ye do 
zn Word and Deeg, do all in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus, giving Thanks unto God and the 
Father by him. And St. James is to the ſame 

_ Purpoſe, (c) Is any among you Afﬀtifted? let 
him pray. Is any Merry ® let him fing Pſalms. 
So that the Texts ed Scripture, which ex- 
hort to this Duty are many and undeniable. 
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naan, they ſung Praiſe unto the Lor 
_ avenging of Iſrael. Hannah (i) did the ſame, 


"tae. 
_ $a 


witch Heb, 4. 7. 


[12 ] 


' Beſide the Texts, the Examples are as ma- 


ny. (4) When the Children of Vrael had 


paſſed the Red Sea, and ſaw their Enemies 

dead on the Shore, Moſes joyned with the 

| whole Congregation in this Song, I will ſing 

unto the Lord, for he hath wor y bets gloriouſly, 
e 


the Horſe and his Rider hath he thrown into 
the Sea. And (e) his Siſter Miriam with all 
the Women repeated the ſame. When (F) 


God gave the 1/ralites Water at Beer-elim, 


they ſung a Song, which is recorded in the 


Book of Numbers. And when all other Me- 


thods ſeemed ineffectual to reſtrain the ra- 
elites from Idolatry, (g) Moſes compoſed a 
Song for their uſe, which was one of the laſt 


things that he did, and which he thought 
would be of ſpecial uſe to keep them ſincere 
in the Worſhip of God. When (Y) Deborah 


and Barak had conquer'd Jabin, King of Ca- 


at the Dedication of her Son Samuel to the 


Service of the Sanctuary. David was a Man 
intirely after God's own Heart, and he was 


called the (E) ſweet Pſalmiſt, or Singer of I- 
rael, and he ſeems to have Divine Mufick 


more at Heart, than any one elſe. Moſt of 
the Pſalms go under his Name, and it is cer- 


tain that (7) ſeveral were compoſed by him, 


+ (4) Exod: 15, 1. (e) Exod, 15. 20, 21. (F) Num. 21. 16, 
$7, 18. (g) Deut. 31. 19, 22, 30, and Chap. 32. (b) Fudg. 
Chap. 5. (i) 1 Sam, 2. 1, to 11. (K) 2 Sam, 23. I. (19 Th 


Con Pare P/. 2, 1, 2. with As 4. 257 26, and P/. 95. 7 


_ a 1 i. n —_— wt _—_——— = os ts. tas a A wed 


for the 


which 


ET” 
which have no Title at all. The Care, which 
he took to ſettle and improve this noble Sci- 
ence at the Building of the Temple is unex- 
preſſible. The (n) ſettlingof the Levitesand 
Singers in their Order, the providing of Mu- 
ſical Inſtruments of all ſorts ſor this Purpoſes, 
and giving them particular Pſalms for their 


uſe, were thought ſuch Matters, which more 
eſpecially required his royal Care, He tells 


us the Method, when they carried the Ark 


in Proceſſion, () The Singers went before, 
* the Players on Inſtruments followed after, and 


; among them were the Damfels playing with 


” Timbrels. He —_—_— himſelf, and decla- 


red his Reſolution. - Co) Praiſe the Lord, O 
my Soul, while I live will I praiſe the Lord, 
* yea, as long as I have any Being, I will ſing 


Praiſes unto my God, And (y) I will 
[ing unto the Lord as long as I live; I will 


| Praiſe my God, while I have my Being; and ſo 


| ſhall my Words pleaſe him, my Foy ſhall be in 
the Lord. When (q) Solomon brought up 


the Art into the Temple, he ſet all the Sinpers 
in the Order, which David his Father had ap- 
| pointed, much like the Method, which hath 
been uſed ever ſince in all Cathedrals, the 
| Prieſts joyned in one Body with the Singers, 


and their Sons, or ſinging Boys, who were 
placed under them, being all arrayed in white 


5 * 5 


(mn) 1 Chron. 23. 6, 27; 28, 30. Chap. 255 throughout, and 


Cbap. 15, and 16. () Pſ. 68. 24, 25. (0) Pf. 146. 1 2. 


0) P/ 14+ 33, 34. (9) 1 Kings 8. 6, 2 Chron. 5. 5, 115 
,, 


Linnen, 
2 * 3. 8 * 
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Linnen, and the Event is particularly deſcri- 
bed; It came to paſs, as the Trumpeters and 
Singers were as one, to make one Sound to be 
heard in praiſing and thanking the Lord; and 
when they lift up their Voice with the Trum- 
pets, and Cymbals, and Inſtruments of Muſick, 


and praiſed the Lord, ſaying, For he is good, 


for bis Mercy endureth for ever, that then the 


Houſe was filled with the Cloud, and the Glory | 
of the Lord appeared in a miraculous Manner 
to ihew his Approbation. And (7) the A 
cent, by which he went up into the Houſe of 
the Lord, being one of the things, which the 
Queen of Sheba ſo much admired, plainly 
ſhewed, that it was his frequent Practice to 
be preſent at thoſe Devotions. When he 
compoſed a whole Book to ſhew the great 
Love and Affection, which. was between 
Chreſt and his Church, it was intitled (5) The 
Song of Songs, which is Solomons. When 


the Prophet Iſaiab deſcribed the calling of 


the Gentiles, he adds a joyful Thankſgiving, 
for ſuch great, unexpected, and undeſerved 
Favours, in which are theſe Words, (t) The | 
Lord Jehovah is my Strength and my Song. 


Sing unto the Lord, for he hath done excellent 
Things, this is known in all the Earth. And 
certainly, we who are Geztz/es, and partake 


of thoſe Bleſſings, have the utmoſt Reaſon 
to practice the Duty, which he recommends 


Sehmon 1. 1. (f Iſaiah 12. 2. 5. 


50 


(+) 1 Kings 10. 5, and 2 Chron. 9. 4. (7) The Song of 
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l 
to us. And when he tells us the Judgments 
of God upon the Enemies of his Church, he 
adds (2) that zu that Day another Song, 
which he alſo hath given us, ſhould be ſung 
in the Land of Judah. The (x) Jews at 
their Paſſover 1n their private Families were 
uſed to ſing the 113th with the five follow+ 
ing Pſalms, which they called T he great 
Hallelujah; and ()) at their ſolemn Feaſts, 
the Prieſts and Levites ſung the 120th and 


the 14th following Pſalms, on the fifteen 


Steps of the Gate of Nicanor, or the beau- 
tiful Gate of the Temple. The (&) Prophet 


| Habakkuk having ſet forth the Majeſty of 
| God, and a Confidence in him, with the moſt 


ES pathetick Expreſſions, dedicates (a) the 


Whole Io the chief Singer upon his ſtringed 


Inſtruments, which looks as if he had a Con- 
fort in his own Family. After the Return 


from the Captivity (2) when Ezra had 


built the Temple, he ſet the Prieſts in their 


Diviſions, and the Levites in their Courſes 
tor the Service of God, in the ſame manner 
as it was before. And (c) after Nehemiah 


had fortified the City, they ſought for the 
| Levites ozt of all their Places, to bring them 


to Jeruſalem, to keep the Feaſt of the Dedica- 
tron with Gladneſs, both with Thankſgiving 


and with Singing. When our bleſſed Saviour 


(u) Iſaiah 26. 1. (2) Peſachin: per. 10. ) ouccah, per. 5. 


This was performed at the Feaſt of Taberyacles. (2) Chap. 3. 
| (a) ver. 19. (b) Ezra 3. £0, 11. and CRD 6. 16. to the End. 


() Neb. 12. 27, 28. 


Was 
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was upon the Earth, he (4) gave ut an Ex- 
ample, that we ſhould 40 A he hath done. 


And after the Adminiſtration of his laſt Sup- : 
| 8 (e) he ſurg an Hymn with his Diſciples, 


efore he went forth unto the Mount of Olives, 
Among (/) the Corinthians, St. Paul faith 
it was a Cufjam, that when they came to- 


gether to the publick Con every one of 
e 


them had a Pſalm ; and tho? he blames their 


' Abuſe of ſuch a noble Duty by an affected 
Singularity, yet he was ſo far from laying the 


Duty itſelf aſide, that he only directs that all 
Things ſhould be dane for Edification, and 


gives them his Example in the Text, that 


the Singing ſhould be continued, as certain« 
ly as Praying. (g) Pliny, the Heathen, in 


an Epiſtle to Trajan the Emperor, informs 
him, that the Chrifliaus in thoſe Times of 
Perſecution did uſually viſe before Day, and 


joyn together in frging an Hymn to Chriſt as 
God. When the Storms of Perſecution were 


over, we ſoon hear of Cathedrals erected for 


the improving of Divine Mu/ick, particular- 
ly at Man, where St: Ambroſe the Biſhop 
thereof compoſed that moſt excellent Te 
Deum, which we ſtill retain in our daily Ser- 
vice. And Gregory Nagi augen compoſed 


ſeveral Jambick and other Poems, which 


ſeem deſigned for a more private Uſe. There 


is no doubt, but the Heatbhens learned this 
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Method from the Jews; and hence it was, 
that (%) Homer, the molt ancient Greek 
Poet, who lived in the Time of the Je, 
compoſed ſo many Hymns in praiſe of their 


falſe Gods. And the ( 7 ) Hymns of Orpheus 


plainly ſhew, that he had it from thence, 
becauſe he expreſly mentions Maſes, and 
the Tea Commandments with Reſpe& and 
Eſteem. (+) Strada an Enemy to our Re- 
formation tells us, that it was principally 
carried on in Holland, by ſinging of Pſalms 
and Hymns; and others (I) fay the ſame 
of England, France, and Germany. And the 
{ m ) Account of the poor diſtreſſed Prote- 


Hants, who came from Saltsbourg, doth evi- 


dently ſhew, that ſinging of Hymns is one of 


their greateſt Comforts in their Baniſhment, 


many of which were compoled at the firft 


by Luther himſelf. So that ſinging of Pſalms, 


) Hymns, and other Parts of Divine Mufick is 
a Duty, which we owe to God. Zh 


The Qualifications of this Duty are two, 


Firſt, We niuſt ſing with the Spirit. Here 
St. Paul gives us his Example in the Text, 
and it he may be allowed to be the beſt Ex- 
poſitor of his own Words, he hath explained 


it in another Place, where he exhorts us to 


(n) teach and admoniſh one another in Plalm:, 
(+) Printed at the End of his Odyſſes. (4) As printed in 
the Book intituled Minores Poetæ. (t) De Bello Belc ice. 


(1) An Eſſay on Pſalmody. (m) See the Account printed by 


The Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledga. (1) Col. 3. 18. 


Haus, 


WS 


Mis, and ſſiritual Songs, ſinging with 


Grace in gur Hearts untò the Lord. That is, 
We muit ſing with a true Spirit of Zeal and 
Devotion, and endeavour to be affected with 
what we ling, that it may influence us for 
the future in our Lives and Converſations. 
The Apo/7le ſaith, that he will ſing with the 
Stirit, and he will pray with the Spirit; 10 
that the fame Graces are neceſſary for the 


right Pertormance of one of thele Duties, 


which are neceſſary for the other. If we 


pray with a careleſs Indifference, our Prays- | 
cs may be an Abomination, and we pro- 


voke God to give a denial ; and if we ſing 
in the ſame Manner, it cannot be acceptable 
to him. 'Irue Grace in our Hearts is the 
Incenſe, m which God delights, and the 
fame Qualification when we ling, makes the 
belt Melody in his Ears. The Deſign of 


every Malter of Aich in his Compoſition is 
to move the Paitions by Accomodating of 


Notes to Words; if the Words expreſs Sor- 


row, Nepentance or Humiliation, they are 
utually attended with long Notes, ſoft Move- 


ments, and molt trequently in a flat Cloſe 
or Ker; It the Words expreſs Joy, Praiſe, 
or 1hankſgiving, they are uſually attended 
with twitter Notes, lively Movements, and 
molt frequently in a ſharp Cloſe or Key; and 
he is rcckoned the greateſt Artiſt, who can 
belt affect the Paſhons, We find the ef. 
tect of this in the Theatrical Entertainments, 
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EP] 
and if our Hearts were but carried to- 
wards the Things of a better Life, as much 
as they are towards this, it would be im- 
poſſible that it had not the ſame Effects in 
our more heavenly Enjoyments. Here are 


three Advantages at once to raile our De- 


votion, the Excellency of the Matter, the 
Genius of the Author, and the Art and 
Fancy of the Muſical Compoſer ; and there- 
fore, as (o Solomon obſerves, it we could 


dot hſtaud one of them, yet two might [rc- 
vail; and therefore it is more ſtrange, it 


ſuch a Three-fold Cord ſhould at laſt be ca- 
ſily broken, Let us then {ing David's Plalms 


with David's Heart, and make ule ot St. 
Paul's Direction, with the ſame Spirit 


which St. Paul had, and then {hall we find 


by Experience the Excellency of this Hea- 
venly Ordinance. I may well call it an 
Heavenly Ordinance, if thus perform'd; be- 
cauſe it is the only Duty, that we know 


of, which the Saints and Angels now per- 
form in Heaven. There Prayer cealcs, be- 


cauſe they have all which they can ask for; 


there Faith ceaſes, becauſe it is ſwallowed 


up in Vilion; and Hope, becauſe it is Wal- 
lowed up in Fruition; but there they reit not 
Day nor Night fram ſinging perpetual 714. 
leltjahs to God on high. St. Jobs (ſi four 


wo 
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() Eceleſ. 4.12, (5) Rev. 4. 8. Rev, 5. 11. Res. 5. 6, 


9 Net, bh. 2 3. ; Kev. 17. l * 33 4. 
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Times in the Revelations deſcribes them 
as engaged herein. He faith, that #hey 
reſt rot Day nor Night from ſaying, Holy, 


Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty, why was and 
is, and 7s to come; and thus they give Glory, 


cad Honour, and Thanks to him, who ſate 
cn the Throne, and tbo liveth for ever and 
ver. That the Namber of them was Ter 


 Thauſand Times Ten Thouſand, and Thon- 


jands of Thonufands, who ſung a new Song 
in praile of the Lamb, who was ſlain, and 
had redeemed them to God by his Blood out 
of every Kindred and Tongue, and People 
and Nation, that they had the Harps of 


God iu their Hands, and ſung the Song of | 


Moſes and of the Lamb, and aſcribed Sal- 
vation, and Honour and Power, and Glory 


unto the Lord their God; and certainly it is 


worth our while to conſider, with what 
Humility, Zeal, Fervency, and Devotion 
they perform this Duty now in Heaven, 
and learn to do it in the ſame Manner, 
whilſt we are upon the Earth. And 
it we have any innocent Pleaſure here, 
which might draw our Thoughts thither, 
it muſt be this. Perhaps there is not a 


nearer reſemblance in this World of the 
God, whom we worthip, as he is an in- 


viſible Being, and conſiſts of Three Per- 


ſous in one Subſtance, than the three 
Concords in one Sound, as they are joyned 
together in a Confort of four Parts; and 
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this might make ſome of the Heathens, 
ho were deſtitute of Divine Revelation, 


falſely to imagine, that the Godhead was 
nothing but Harmony itſelt. Here we may 
obſerve, how unſatisfactory all the Enjoy- 


ments of this World are. In our three 


Concords, one of them is always imper- 


fea, and very often two of them are ſo; 


but in Heaven there is a perfect Trinity, 


fuch as Ear hath not heard, neither can 


it enter into the Hearts of Man to con- 
ceive. Here our nobleſt Concords mult be 
introduced by. Paſſages from others of a 


different Nature, to ſhew, that we are not 
ſenſible of our Happineſs here below, but 


by a Motion from a leſs Degree thereof; 


but in Heaven, we ſhall have no Occalion 
of any fuch thing, ſince our Delights will 
be eternally the ſame. Here our upper Parts 
are commonly Diſcords to each .other, 
to ſhew, that this is not our Reſt, and 
our ſublimeſt Joys do meet with an Allay. 


Let then the Fuges, which we ſo often 


hear in our Muck, cauſe us to with like 
the holy P/almiſ?, (q) Oh that I had Wings 
like a Dove, for then would I flee away to 
that Place, where I ſhall be at re Here 


our Ditcords to the Baſs, when well pre- 


pared for and cleanly carried off, do ſet off 
rhe following Harmony with the greateſt 
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(7) Palm 55. 6. 7 
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Luſtre. This ſhews us the Neceſſity of 


Adverſity in our preſent State, and the 
great Advantage of it, when a Heart is well 
prepared by Humility and ſelf Reſigna- 
tion, tor any ſucceeding Felicity; and how 
happy we ſhall be, when through many 
Tribulations we ſhall enter into the King- 
dom of God, where there is not fo much 
as the leaſt Diſſallowance, or the Occaſi- 
on for any Jars to ſweeten our Felicity. 


Here we alſo tee the Neceſſity of a Change 
in dur Natures, to make us capable of En- 
tering into the Kingdom of God, and that 
Fleſh and Blood, as now it is, cannot take 


any great Enjoyment therein. There zre 


certain Diſpoſitions of Soul neceſſary to 


enjoy the Comforts of a future State, 
and without which Heaven itſelf could 


be no Heaven at all. This we find to be 
true even in other ſenſible Matters. The 

blind Man cannot be delighted by the 
nobleſt Colours. The Palate muſt be right- 
ly diſpoled to find any Pleaſure in the 


ſweeteſt Delicacies, and the Ear muſt be 
tuneably ſet to reliſh the Charms of Mu- 


lick. If then theſe groſſer Objects, which 
have a nearer Affinity with the ſenſible 


Parts of Man, and ſtrike hard upon them, 
will not affect us, without ſome particu- 
lar inward Preparation; there is greater 


Reaſon to think, that the Delights of Hea- 
ven, which are ſo pure and refined, and 
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ſo far above the Level of our Natures, 
cannot be taſted but by a ſuitable Change 
of the Soul. Beſides, whilſt we are here 
below, the ſame thing cannot long delight 
us: The moſt ſtately Palace, if we were 
always to be confined to it, would ſoon 
become a Priſon. The moſt dainty Fare 
would ſoon ſurfeit; and at a Feaſt, when 
one Diſh 1s taken away, we ſhould be 
diſpleaſed, if another was brought of the 
{ſame Nature. In the ſame manner our 
Ears muſt be delighted with the like Va- 
riety, and no Sound can long pleaſe 
us. What a wondertul Change then mult 
there be in our Natures, when we {hall 
be tor ever with him, who is unchange- 
able, and made as capable of Enjoyin 
him for ever, as we were the firſt Mi- 
nute? Let then our poor, imperte& Di- 
vine Melody here betow give us julter 1 
Notions of the Comſort above, and en- M 
flame in us a Deſire and Longing to joyn Wk 
with them, and a zealous Reſolution to 4 
practice thoſe Duties, which will bring us $ 
thither ; and fo ſhall we be truly faid to =. 
{ing with the Spirit. 1 
The other Qualification is, that we t 0 
' ſing with the Underilanding alſo. When 19 
the Apoſtle faith, that he will pray with -. 
Tt the Underſtanding, there is no doubt but 
a. | he means two Things, Firſt, Underſtanding 
what he prays for, and Secondly, Under- 
V 74 ſtanding 
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ttanding how to pray. And the other 
Part of the ſame Text, mutt alſo be meant 
in the ſame Senſe. We mult underſtand 
firſt, t we fing, and ſecondly, how to 
ing. Firſt, what we fing. Thus he faith 
in the ſame Chapter, ()) How is it, Bre- 
thren, when ye come together, every one 
of you hath a Pſalm. Let all Things be 
dane to edifyine; by which he means, in 
a known Tongue, where the Words and 
Senſe are plain and clear to the Appie- Þ 
henſion of the meaneſt. Thus he ſpeaks Þ 
after the Text, I will {ſing with the Un- 
derſtanding alſo. (/ Elſe when thou ſhalt þ 
bleſs with the Spirit, how ſhall he, who 
occupieth the Room of the unlearned, ſay, 
Amen, at thy giving of Thanks, ſeeing he 
 wnderſtandeth not what thou ſayeſl, For 
thou verily giveſi Thanks, or pertormeſt any] 
= —_ Duty well, but the other is not edi- 
i And as the Words muſt be plain and 
intelligible, ſo they muſt alſo be proper 
for all to joyn in: They ſhould be upon 
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ih the moſt divine and excellent Subjects, 
F adapted to the Caſe of all, and fit for 
184 an Angel to ſing, and for a Martyr, or 
it rather tor G himſelf to hear. This is 
| | the Reaſon ( as we are told in the 77- Þ 
| if tle Page) that the Book of Pſalms was! 

{ (rv ) Cor. 14. 26. () Cor. 14. 16. 


tranſlated 
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1 tranſlated at firſt into EU Metre, that 


it might be ſung in Publick Churches, and 
alſo in private Houſes by all People, for 


their godly Solace and Conf, , laying alide 

= all ungodly Songs and Ballads, which teu 

£ only to. the Nouriſhing of Vice, and Cor- 
rupting of Touth. And the Number of 

lend, profane, and 57 phemous Songs, ' 
£ which (warm in all Parts of the Nation, 
makes it highly neceſſary to attempt, it 

2 poſſible, that the Stream of our Mutical 

> Recreations ſhould be converted into auo- 


ther Channel. 


And as it is neceſſary to underſtand 
what we ſing; fo it is requiſita, where it 


1 
* 


can conveniently be had, that we alſo 


: underſtand how to ſing, I mean according 


= the Rules of Art. — Paul, (t) who 
was bred up at the Feet of Gamaliel, and 
l caught according to the perfect Manner of 
the Law of the Fathers, and had lived a 


great Time at Jeraſalem, (where the Sing- 19 
ing at the Temple was performed with + 
the greateſt Exactneſs) could not be ip- * 
norant of the beſt Methods then in Ule; Wis 
and he tells us, that he would not only -.. 
; „ ing with tbe Spirit, but he would „ 4 
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brings us nearer to the Heavenly State 


than all the former Diſpenſations of God 
among Men; and from thence we learn, 


that the bleſſed Saints and Angels do ſet 


forth the Praiſes of God in the moſt per- 
fet Manner, and therefore we ſhould in 
the mean time endeavour to come as near 
to it, as poſſibly we can in this imper- 
fect State. Whilſt we ling to the Glory 


of our God in his Church, we are em- 


ployed in that Part of Worſhip, which 
of all others is the neareſt of Kin 


Heaven, and therefore it is pity, that this | 


of all others ſhould be per ormed the 
worſt upon Earth. David, the Man af- 
ter God's own Heart, took a particulat 
Care of this Matter. He directs many 


of his Pſalms To the chief Muſician. (4) 
He order'd a Choir to {ing Thankſgivings, 
of which Aſaph was the Chief, and 


Heman and Jeduthun with others were 


ordered to preſide over and dire& the 


reſt, Their Bulineſs was to mnifer before 
the Ark, and to record, or ſet down in 
the exacteſt Manner what was to be done, 


and thus to thank and praiſe the Tord | 
God of Iſrael; theſe were joyned with 
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EA 
and if they had not been all taught and 
inſtructed in the heſt Manner, there muſt 
have been a Confuſion inſtead of a Mu- 


fical Performance. They had their (x) 
| Brethren, or Singers to joyn with them, 


and their () Son, or Singing Boys. 
(S) David gave his P/alms to Aſaph, 


that he ſhould teach the reſt. He him- 


ſelf was called (a) the ſweet Pſalmiſt 


of Iſrael. He faith, (5) O Gad, my Heart 


ts fd, I will ſing and give Praiſe even 
within my Glory, or in the moſt glorious 
Method. The other Tranſlation hath it, 


J will ſiug and give Praiſe with the beſi 


Member that I have; and if this was 
taken from ſome Greek Tranſlation, where 
the Word us was uſed, it might as 
well have been rendered, with the beſt 


Melody that I can. And (ce) in a Pſalm 
directed to the chief Muſician, and for 
the Sons of Korah, who performed before 


the Ark, he gives this Direction, Sig 


Praiſes to God, fing Praiſes, ſins Praiſes 


to our Ring, fing Praiſes; For God is the 


King of all the Earth, ſing ye Praiſes with 


Underſtanding. In the Margin it is, Every 


one who hath Underſtanding, The He- 


(x) 1 Chron, 16. 37- () 1 Chron. 16. 42. (2 


1 Chron. 16. 7. (a) 2 Sam. 23. 1. (b) Pſalm 163. 1. 
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brew is, Sing Maſchil, a Word uled (4) 

in the Title of fome of the P/alms, and 
ſeems to direct to ſome particular N. 
ich, or Tune in principal Uſe among them. 


But as there is no Doubt of the Law- 
fulneſs and Excellency of ſuch Muſicꝶ in 
Cathedral Churches; ſo if it was well ma- 


naged, tho' in a leſſer Degree, it — be 


as commendable i in other Places. 

There is indeed, an Abuſe, which can- 
not be concealed, and which hath given 
z:cat Offence in Parochial Congregations, 
which is; when a few ſelect Singers meet 
together in one Part of the Church, and 

engroſs the whole Singing to themſelves. 
Singing of Pſalms is certainly a Chriſtians 


Right, and we ought no more to be de- 


barred from that, than from Joyning in 


Prayers, in Recciving tlie Lord's Supper, 


or in Hearing the Word of God. Such 
People have no Authority to exclude 0- 


thers; and what they do at ſuch a Time | 
ſprings. from Conceitedneſs, and an Aft- 
fectation of vain Glory, which as it is bad 


in all Times and Places; ſo it is worſe 
in the Houſe of God, and when we meet 
together for his immediate Worihip. And 
therefore it is much to be wiſhed, that 


3 
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(4) P/a! n 32. 42; 44, 525 555 5, 955 Th 78, 88, 89, 
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the Abuſe was regulated, and the good Uſe 


hereof improved. 


And this I think may effeQually be done 
after this Manner: Let thoſe Perſons, 
who have learned to ſing in any Paro— 
chial Church diſperſe themſelves on a Sy 


day into their reſpective Seats, and by Sing- 
ing all together in a ſingle Part, they may 


ſoon teach the Congregation any of the 


common Plain Tunes, which they after- 
ward deſign to {ing in Conſort, In ſuch 


2 Method it hath been known by Expe- 


rience, that where there is a Sermon 


twice every Sunday, and any Tune is 


conſtantly ſung twice every Day, there the 


{aid Congregation will learn in Six Weeks 


Time to ſing any /ingle Tune, or even 


double Tunes, after they have been ſome 


Time uſed to ſuch a Method; and fo 


they may 1atroduce as great a Variety 
of Grave Tunes, as ſhall be thought ex- 


pedient. And the Shewing of ſuch Per- 


tons the Notes, who never learned in a 


regular Manner, will be of great uſe on 
ſuch an Occaſion. When a whole Con- 


gregation hath thus learned, the Singers 
may. with-draw to a Place, where they 


can be together, and ſing the firſt Line 


ot any Tune in a ſingle Part, that the 


_ Congregation may know the Tune, and 
take the exact Pitch, and then they may 
e „ mitts 


4 

1 1 

2 4 
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afterwards let the Clerk read the Lines, 
and the Singers may joyn with the reſt, 
in as full a Conſort as they can make. 
This they will as eaſily joyn with as 
with an Organ, and if the Congregation 
can be prevailed with not to ſing too loud, i 
ſo as to drown the Voices of the Singers, 
it will ſoon be as pleaſant as an Organ, 


and much more grave and ſerious than 


ſuch, as they are generally managed. If! 
the Singers could be prevailed to yield 
to this, they might, after Evening Service 
is over, have the Liberty to tarry in the | 


Church, and ſing whatever P/alms, Hymns, 


or Anthems they pleaſed, and for as long 
time as they thought fit, at which no 


one could be offended, becauſe every one 
might take his own Choice either to tar- 
ry or withdraw. And if ſuch a Soctety 
of Singers did agree to have a ſhort An- 
them on every Sunday both Morning and 


Afternoon before the beginning of Divine 
Service, it would not only be an Obliga- 


tion to them to be there betimes, but be 


an Inducement to others to do the ſame, 
and eſpecially ſuch who loyter at the Tombs 
in the Charch-Yards, until the Liturgy is 


half ended. 555 5 
Before I conclude, I cannot but make 


another Obſervation, namely, that whilft 


Pſalm-Singing was kept up in private Fa- 


milies, 
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the Parents to ſuch a Method by the 
Help of ſuch Children; and fo God may 
again (e) perfect his Praiſe even from the 
Mouth of Babes and Sucklings. 


* 4 


milies, there ſeemed to be a Senſe of Re- 
ligion in this Kingdom; and as that hath 
declined, or grown out of Faſhion, fo 
the Spirit of Piety and Virtue hath de- 
© clined with it. How much therefore is 
it to be wiſhed, that every one would 
endeavour to reſtore this delightful and 
eaſy Exerciſe. Particularly, that every one, 
who hath learned to ſing, would on e- 
very Sunday Evening bring their Fami- 
lies together, and after the reading of a 
Palm, and two Chapters, they would 
then ſing a Pſalm, and joyn together in 
Family Prayer. This is no hard Task, 
but the Satisfaction would ſoon be great- 
er than the Pains. 
Primitive Chriſtians, there would be a 
Cburch in every 
Girls in all the Charity Schools learn the 


And thus like the 
Houſe. The Boys and 


common plain Pſalm.-Tunes. It might be 
an eaſy Matter for the Truſtees to oblige 


. 1 


|} May Wwe all then in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions and Capacities take the beſt Care, 
that this excellent Duty may be promo- 
ted and encouraged ; that (F) young Mer 


(e) Pſalm 8. 1, 2. (f) Pſalm 148. 12, 13. 
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ili L 
[ and Maidens, old Men and Childien may | 
Praiſe the Name of the Lord, for his Name | 
alone is excellent, and his Glory ought to 

| e above all Things in Heaven and Earth 

1 That private Perions, Families, and whole 

| Congregations may ſo praiſe God with their 

Voices here on Earth, that after Death they 

| may be admitted to be tor ever in that molt i 

1 perfect Choir of Saints and Angels in the 

6 Kingdom of Heaven. TT 4 
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Parochial Libraries. 
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PATATATATAVATSY 5 


2 For PROMOTING 


Divine Muſick and Benefact ions 


1 


5 FOR 


— 


W1OME Gentlemen of the City of London taking into 
heir ſerious Conſideration, that the preſent lewd Songs 
* and Ballads, which abound in every Part of this Nation, 
He a moſt pernicious Tendency to the Nouriſhing of Vice and Cor- 
ing of: Youth, as it" is rightly expreſſed in the Title Page of 


Wy Way to prevent this Miſchief is by the Diſperſing of 
ws Hymns, and Encouraging the Singing of them in the ſame 


anner (which might alſo very much conduce to the Promo» 


& Mozths of Babes and Sucklings) have reſolved to make an At- 


ms of Chriſtian Knowledge, and a Reformation of Manners, and 
Wuſc the Praiſes of GOD to be once more ſounded forth by 


mpt of this Nature, in the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 


Id the Burrongh of Southwark, and afterward (if it ſhould ſuc- 


ed in thoſe Places) throughout the whole Kingdom of Great-_ 


Pitain; hoping for a Bleſſing on their Endeavours from the 
Nivine Providence, who alone is able, and (as they truſt) wil- 
Ing to proſper ſuch an Undertaking, DR 
The Method, which they propoſe at preſent, is by Printing 
t a Sheet of Paper Monthly, which ſhall contain three oc 


dur Hymus at the Price of a Pœnm, and is the common Price 
whereof ſhail b: prinieJ a pro- 


a Ballad; on the Back- ſide 


E .p-r 


PROPOSAL 


common finging Pſalms, and being of the Opinion, that the 
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Biſhop of the Dicceſs ſhall think, that they can be moſt ſerrief 


ſary and contingent Charges, Printing and Paper excepted ; u 
the Overplus ſhall be reſerved for a Fund to carty on the fan 


tore one Penny in hve of all Hymns fo diſpoſed of by them, it 
: ſelves ſhall direct. 


Hymns, may not only, if he pleaſes, put the Praiſes of GO 
into the Mouths of Four and Twenty Children; but in: 
Probability he will promote other pious and charitable Deſign 
and particularly give a conliderable Part thereof to enable 
Clergy-Man in a poor Living, and his Sueceſſors to the End9 


for the Salvation of a whole Pariſh ; and Chriſt Jeſus may þ 
to ſuch, at the Day of Judgment, Inaſmuch as ye have dune itt 


per Tune for each Hymn in Four Parts, which ſhall be ax ei 
to be learned, and as delightful as poſſible. And if it pleaſe 
GOD to bleſs this Attempt to promote his Glory, no Er 
deavours ſhall be wanting to proceed further in the Impray, 
ment of this Science to the uttermoſt, as Encourage ſhall h 
given, and as it ſhall pleaſe the Divine Providence to open 
Door for this Purpoſe; eſpecially ſince They, who have hy 
little Skill in Mufck, do well know, that it is very capable 
Improvements in this Method, and perhaps more than in a 
other whatſoever. = 35 — 

And whereas ſome Profits may probably ariſe from hen; 
the Undertakers hereof do declare, that they deſire no 4 
vantage o themſelves, but are content, that an exact Aceq 
thercof ſhall be kept, and the ſame ſhall be diſpoſed of in H 
following Manner; viz. The one Half clear of all Expences 
the preſent and future Benefit of the Clergy of the Church of 
Erglaud, by Erecting and annually Augmenting of Parochial ii 
braries, in ſuch poor Livings, where the Right Reverend bf 


able. And the other Half ſhall be applied to defray all nen 


(as it is hoped) with greater Succeſs for the Time to come. 

And whereas ſeveral Members of the Religious Societies 
and about the City of London, have voluntarily promiſed 
contribute their Endeavours tor the Sale of ſuch Hymns, | 
Sending proper Perfons with them from Houle to Houſe ; tha 


be applied to any pious or charitable Uſe, which they then 


Thus whoever lays out but a Six Perce in Buying of fu 


the World, to preach the Word of G OD more effectual 


ove of the leaſt of theſe, ye have done it unto me. 
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the Jos f 5 2 by Dr. Henry Campion 
in the Reign of . Elifabeth. 
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Continued. 


II. 


Ever blooming are the Joys 
Of Heav'ns high Paradiſe ; 
Old Age deafs not there our Ears, 
Nor Vapours dimns our Eyes. 
Glory there the Sun out ſhines, 
Whoſe Beams the blelfed only ſec : 
O come quickly! O come quickly! 
O come quickly ! deareſt LORD, 
"=. oo. take my Soul to Thee 


q 


III. 


My. Soul get Thee to thy Rock, 
On high ſet there thy Neſt; 
Beyond all the Storms and Clouds | 

Faith hath a Seat of Reſt. 
Ever whilſt we dwell below, 

We may be oft and ſoon above. 
Oh, how ſpeedy! Oh, how ſpeedy! 
Oh, how ſafely Souls do F 

On Wings of Faith and Love ! ! 


IV. 
Let thy Hearn thus fixed be, 
Iwill make Day of dark Nights; * 
And in Miſers wants ſhall feed 
On thoſe unſeen Delights. 
That Soul may have Calms in Storms, 
Whoſe Anchor is within the Vail. 
Ob, how fately ! Oh, how ſafely! 
Oh, how plealant may we live, 
Tho een Supports do fail 1 l 
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Author. 
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When with Glory there their Heads are crown'd, 
New Joys ſhall fo abound in Thee; 
Such Lights thy Soul ſhall ſee, 


. That t worldly Thoughts ſhall with their Beams| 
1 7 (Aron | 
P III. : 
. 


| "Farewell: World, thou Maſs of meer Confuſion, 
Falſe Liglits with many Shadows dimm 
Old Wits with new Tales trimm'd, 


'T hou deadly Sleep of Charms, and Soul's Deluſiv 
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/ Chritmaſs Carol, / called becanſe ſuch were in uſe in il 
X. Charles I. Reign, in four Parts. | ll 
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Whither Foſeph and 770 rogerker did paſs, that 
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they might be. taxed, when chither they came, 
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And when to the City they thus did repair, 

They found, that ſuch Numbers of People were there, 
hat Joſeph and Mary, whole Subſtance was {mall, 4 
ould get in thoſe Houſes no Lodgings at all. 1 
ſo lie in a Stable they did not diſdain, — 
Vhence Types of his Suff'rings were brought to be ſlain. | 
heir Lodging fo ſimple they Thought was no ſcorn; it 
But before the next Morning this Saviozr was born. i 


III. 5 


| The King of all Glory to Sinners was brought, 
mall Store of fine Linnen to wrap him was bought: 
But when ſhe had ſwaddled her Infant moſt ſweet, 


Within the hard Manger ſhe laid him to fleep. W | 
And then a bleſs'd Angel came down from on high, = 
— s certain poor Shepherds in Fields who did lie, Uh 
— nd bid them no longer with Sheep for to ſtay, } 
—-Þccaule that our Saviour was born on this Day. f 
fr 
IV. | | l 
Then preſently after the Shepherds did ſpy | 
—=FÞrcat Numbers of Angels, who came from the Sky; 
—==P hey pleaſantly talked, and ſweetly did ſing, ly 
Hl Glory to God, to our Lord, and our King 10 
t Angels thus publiſh'd our S$2vi9zz's Praiſe, | 
Le in the ſame Manner our Voices ſhould raiſe ;. _ 
= ince he came from Heaven to fave us from Hey, | 


And cauſe us in Heaven for ever to dwell, 
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From Heav'n to Hell 
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O remember Adam's fall, How we were condemned all, 
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O remember Ged's Goodneſs ! O thou Man! O thou Maſi | 


O remember God's Goodneſs, All our Evils to redreſs, 


Oh the Angels all did Sing ! O thou Man! O thou Maj! 2 
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Oh the Angels all did Ling, Praiſe be to our glorious 5 
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11. 


O remember, O thou Man! O thou Man! O thou Mu! | 
O remember, O thou Man, Thy Time miſpent ! | 

O remember, O thou Man ! How hen from thy God didſt n 
And his Preſence thou didſt ſhun ! Therefore repent. 


III. 


O remember God s Goodneſs, And Promiſe made 


(When We were reinedileſs) And be our Aid! 


IV. 


Oh the Angels all did Sing, On Heav'ns high Hill! 
And on Earth f in er Ty ching To Men _oog. Will!“ 
v. 


Oh the Shepherds flartled were! O thou Man 1 0 thaw ul 

Oh the Shepherds ſtartled were Ar this ſtrange Thing 

Oh the Shepherds ſtartled were, When near Beeblehers owes didi 
That Chrift Jeſus was born there To be our King ! 


VI. 


To the Stable GI did go, © thou Man! 0 thou Man! 
To the Stable they did go This Thing to ſee : 3 : 
To the Stable they did go, Devoutly asking if 'twas ſo, 
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What greater Gift? What greater Love 

Can God on Man beſtow ? 
PTis half the Angel's Heav'n above 

And all our Heav'n below. 
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"ail, bleſſed Spirit! not a Soul 
But doth thy Goodneſs feel; 
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